


Which city and country did you live in abroad? 

What is the climate like in that location? 
(Describe the weather when you were there. What are some things students should take with them to prepare for the 
weather in this location?) 

What was the city’s public transportation like? 
(Describe how you got to and from the city center or the university day-to-day. Did they have a subway line, buses, could 
you walk most places?  What were the costs of these transportation options? Were they easy to utilize? Did they have 
Uber/Lyft available in this city? Did you have any challenges navigating through the city?) 

Describe the types of food that are common in that city. 
(What were the types of foods you could find at most restaurants? What were some delicacies of that city? What were 
your favorite or least favorite foods?) 



Are there any particular restaurants you would recommend students try if they are in that 
city? 
(If possible, list the name of the restaurant and a link to the website) 

Was it easy to travel to nearby cities and countries? 
(If you traveled in your personal time, what modes of transportation did you use (e.g. bus, train, airplane, etc.). How did 
you book these travel plans? Online? Local bus station? Generally what was the cost of travelling in that region? Where 
did you stay (e.g. Airbnb, hostels, hotels) when you travelled?) 

What are some of the differences between U.S. culture and the host country culture? 
(Are there any gestures or differences in communication style that is different from the US that you noticed? (smiling, 
eye contact etc.))  

Generally, how would you describe the locals in the host city? 
(Were the locals friendly and helpful? Would you recommend approaching the locals for help?) 



Are there any cultural events that you attended during your stay that you would 
recommend to students (e.g. festivals, holidays, etc.)?
(How did you find out about these events?) 

Describe any culture shock that you experienced while abroad. 
(If culture shock was present what would you recommend for future students to avoid or lessen the shock?) 

Did you find it difficult to meet locals of the host city? Why or why not? 
(In your experience were the locals open and welcoming of tourists? Where and how did you befriend the locals during 
your stay?)  

What type of housing did you live in (e.g. homestay, dorm, apartment, etc.)? 
(Why did you choose this style of housing? Did you have access to a kitchen? How often/what was the process for doing 
laundry (in house or local laundry mat?)?)  



Describe your accommodations. 
(Did you have access to hot water? Wifi?  Did you live with roommates?) 
 
 

 
 
 
Where was your housing located in regards to the city center or host university? 
(How long did it take, using public transportation or walking, to get to classes every day? How long did it take to travel to 
the center of the city or any other major locations in that city?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What was the cost of living like? What ways can you keep costs low in that city? 
(Compared to the cost of living in the city of Charlotte was it more or less expensive in that city? Were there any student 
discounts you took advantage of?) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Are you expected to tip servers or taxi drivers abroad? 
(If so, what was the common tip rate? Was it the same rate as here in Charlotte (10-20%)?)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How did you communicate when you were abroad?  
(e.g. did you use your own phone, did you only communicate if there was access to Wi-Fi, did you purchase a phone 
abroad, etc.)? (Would you recommend any helpful apps? Maybe whatsapp or a currency exchange app?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What would you recommend students bring to be able to charge their electronics?  
(Describe the electrical outlets, tips to keep in mind, etc.).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
What do you know now about the location or program that you wish you would have known 
before going abroad?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What’s your first and last name? 
 
 
 
Which semester and year did you go abroad (e.g. fall 2016, summer 2017, etc.)? 
 
 
 



Which program did you participate in? 
 
 
 
 
What was your student level when you went abroad (e.g. freshman, sophomore, etc.)? 
If you would be open to being contact by other UNC Charlotte students who are interested 
in your experience abroad, please provide your contact information (email, phone number, 
social medial, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Text1: Rome, Italy
	Text2: We arrived in mid-May. Weather was perfect; not too warm, not too cool. It did rain often but a small umbrella was all I needed. I took a rain poncho but never needed it. Vendors walk around selling umbrellas when it rains; if you decide not to pack one of your own you will be fine. By the end of the trip the temperatures were in the 80's. A hat helps when you're standing in line in the sun. Also, women need a light sweater or shawl for visiting churches if you have bare arms.
	Text3: We walked most places. Bus tickets are easy to purchase at newsstands and use. Punch your ticket as you get on and it's good for a certain amount of time after that. I bought a few daily passes and kept them with me. The most important part is to make sure you get on going in the right direction! The train tickets are purchased on-line for trips out of the city. By the end of the trip and for farther destinations I used taxis. Sharing rides helps keep costs down. Don't try to flag them down on the street, they don't stop. Find the nearest taxi stand and get in line. Most move pretty quickly.
	Text4: Cappuccino and a pastry is the typical morning routine. Locals stand and drink it there. Pizza and pasta - all day, everyday. Pasta Carbonara and Pasta Cacio e Pepe (cheese and pepper) are amazing. I liked the neighborhood deli style places that had options to take away. Most of them have fresh baked breads as well. One of my favorite things was Porchetta - a baked pork roast that they sell by the slice. And of course, gelato!
	Text5: http://darpoeta.comhttps://www.facebook.com/panesalameroma/http://www.nonnabetta.it/
	Text6: Trenitalia is convenient and comfortable. Booking online is easy and in English.http://www.trenitalia.com/tcom-enI stayed at the Altarocca Wine Resort in Orvieto. It was wonderful!http://www.altaroccawineresort.com/en/Orvieto is only an hour train ride from Rome; it makes a great day trip as well.
	Text7: I noticed that Italians don't smile at people as they pass them on the street. When they get into a discussion it sound like they are fighting. Lots of hand gestures. 
	Text8: I had to ask for help when I arrived at my AirBnB because the host wasn't answering the door. There was a coffee bar across the street. The woman working there didn't speak English, but understood what I needed and helped me. She let me bring my suitcases in out of the rain and wait there until the host showed up. After that, I wasn't afraid to ask for help. I did try to learn some Italian phrases to make it easier for the next time. I think most locals will help if they can.
	Text9: 
	Text10: The first few days were hard for me with jet-lag and missing my family. Getting my stuff set up and researching the area helped. Going out with others from our school made it easier too.
	Text11: I didn't meet that many locals except for my AirBnB hosts. They were really nice and helpful.
	Text12: I lived in an AirBnB that had a separate bedroom and bathroom with courtyard off the main house that the people lived in. I shared a kitchen and laundry with them. Overall, the place was not as nice as I had expected. The kitchen was small and dirty; the washer didn't work well. I avoided cooking there. There were problems with the ac and refrigerator that took a while to fix because the people living there were not the owners. Wifi worked sometimes. I did not have any roommates.
	Text13: I had hot water for a shower. No hot water in the kitchen. I would not recommend the place I stayed in.
	Text14: I stayed in Trastevere just over the Tiber Island bridge. My walk was approximately 6-8 minutes which was great. In hind-site, I wish I had stayed on the north side of the school closer to Campo De Fiori or the Jewish Ghetto.
	Text15: Rome is expensive. The conversion rate, at the time we went, made things seem even more so. I knew housing would be expensive because we paid ahead, but I didn't budget enough for food and taxis. The best way to save would be to buy food at the grocery store and pack snacks and lunches. Fill water bottles at public fountains; the water is clean and pretty easy to find. Share taxi rides or use the bus system for farther places.
	Text16: We were told that gratuity is included in your bill but there were times I did tip extra for good service.
	Text17: I got a sim card with one month of service for under $50. To cover the travel to and from Italy, I did a $10 day on my normal plan just to make sure I had GPS before and after I switched the sim.I used whatsapp to communicate with other students and teachers while there as well as my family back home.
	Text18: I bought an Apple World Traveler Adapter Kit for under $30 because I will use it again in the future. It is a converter and adapter. I was able to use it for my laptop and phone.
	Text19: I felt that our instructors prepared us well; there weren't too many surprises. 
	Text20: Maggie Burgan
	Text21: Summer 2018
	Text22: Art, Art History and Italian Culture in Rome
	Text23: Junior


