


Which city and country did you live in abroad? 

What is the climate like in that location? 

(Describe the weather when you were there. What are some things students should take with them to prepare for the 
weather in this location?) 

What was the city’s public transportation like? 

(Describe how you got to and from the city center or the university day-to-day. Did they have a subway line, buses, could 
you walk most places?  What were the costs of these transportation options? Were they easy to utilize? Did they have 
Uber/Lyft available in this city? Did you have any challenges navigating through the city?) 

Describe the types of food that are common in that city. 

(What were the types of foods you could find at most restaurants? What were some delicacies of that city? What were 
your favorite or least favorite foods?) 



Are there any particular restaurants you would recommend students try if they are in that 

city? 

(If possible, list the name of the restaurant and a link to the website) 

Was it easy to travel to nearby cities and countries? 

(If you traveled in your personal time, what modes of transportation did you use (e.g. bus, train, airplane, etc.). How did 
you book these travel plans? Online? Local bus station? Generally what was the cost of travelling in that region? Where 
did you stay (e.g. Airbnb, hostels, hotels) when you travelled?) 

What are some of the differences between U.S. culture and the host country culture? 

(Are there any gestures or differences in communication style that is different from the US that you noticed? (smiling, 
eye contact etc.))  

Generally, how would you describe the locals in the host city? 

(Were the locals friendly and helpful? Would you recommend approaching the locals for help?) 



Are there any cultural events that you attended during your stay that you would 

recommend to students (e.g. festivals, holidays, etc.)?

(How did you find out about these events?) 

Describe any culture shock that you experienced while abroad. 

(If culture shock was present what would you recommend for future students to avoid or lessen the shock?) 

Did you find it difficult to meet locals of the host city? Why or why not? 

(In your experience were the locals open and welcoming of tourists? Where and how did you befriend the locals during 
your stay?)  

What type of housing did you live in (e.g. homestay, dorm, apartment, etc.)? 

(Why did you choose this style of housing? Did you have access to a kitchen? How often/what was the process for doing 
laundry (in house or local laundry mat?)?)  



Describe your accommodations. 

(Did you have access to hot water? Wifi?  Did you live with roommates?) 
 
 

 

 

 

Where was your housing located in regards to the city center or host university? 

(How long did it take, using public transportation or walking, to get to classes every day? How long did it take to travel to 
the center of the city or any other major locations in that city?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What was the cost of living like? What ways can you keep costs low in that city? 

(Compared to the cost of living in the city of Charlotte was it more or less expensive in that city? Were there any student 
discounts you took advantage of?) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you expected to tip servers or taxi drivers abroad? 

(If so, what was the common tip rate? Was it the same rate as here in Charlotte (10-20%)?)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How did you communicate when you were abroad?  

(e.g. did you use your own phone, did you only communicate if there was access to Wi-Fi, did you purchase a phone 
abroad, etc.)? (Would you recommend any helpful apps? Maybe whatsapp or a currency exchange app?)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would you recommend students bring to be able to charge their electronics?  

(Describe the electrical outlets, tips to keep in mind, etc.).  
 
 

 

 

 

 

What do you know now about the location or program that you wish you would have known 

before going abroad?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s your first and last name? 

 

 

 

Which semester and year did you go abroad (e.g. fall 2016, summer 2017, etc.)? 

 

 

 



Which program did you participate in? 

 

 

 

 

What was your student level when you went abroad (e.g. freshman, sophomore, etc.)? 

If you would be open to being contact by other UNC Charlotte students who are interested 

in your experience abroad, please provide your contact information (email, phone number, 

social medial, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Text1: I studied abroad in Athens, Greece.
	Text2: the main city that I studied abroad in was Athens, Greece but I was able to travel the whole country. The climate was very hot during the summer months of June and July. On most days the temperature was about 90 degrees with a heat index of 100 F. Athens is the big city of Greece so, you get the heat from he sun and also the heat from the pavement and the large amount of people that live there. There were a few rainy days that cold the temperature down but, most days, it was very hot and humid. During the days I would recommend to wear nothing other than shorts and a short sleeve short or tank top, anything other than that will be to hot and heavy. 
	Text3: The university that I attended was walking distance which was convent but, on some days we took taxis or Ubers to school. Taxis and Ubers were fairly cheap and easy to find. To get to the center of the city we used the public buses. The stops names were in Greek so we had to used to the Greek names but ultimately, it was easy to get around. Our program paid for our bus tickets to get around but if we forgot to bring them we never had to pay more than 5 euros for a bus pass. Using the subway was definitely a learning experience. It took us awhile to figure out the stops and which way the subway went but after learning how it worked it was the fastest and easiest way to get around the city Athens. 
	Text4: I am a very picky eater which made me nervous travel through Greece because I heard that they food was rather exotic in some areas. It came to my surprise that I was always able to find something that I enjoyed, even if I had to try something out of my comfort zone. Everything I ate was very fresh and come from the country. Their greek salads were the most amazing food I've ever eaten as well as their deserts. 
	Text5: 
	Text6: Traveling through and around Greece was very easy and fairly cheap. I was able to visit 3 other islands spending less than $400. We used the ferries to get to and from the islands and was able to buy them online or buy them from the port. Before leaving, we found affordable hostels or Airbnbs online and were able to book very easily. Peoples reviews of all the places we stayed were very helpful when trying to decide where to stay and the attractions on the islands. 
	Text7: Overall, I didn't feel like there was a huge difference in communication styles between Greece and the United States. I noticed that people did sleep during the day and worked later in the day which I found very relaxing. Most people were very helpful and accepting of us being in their country.
	Text8: The locals were very helpful and friendly. Their greek life style was very laid back and relaxed which is why I think they were so friendly. We were able to communicate very easily with them because most people knew english, which was very helpful when we were trying to find out way around the cities. 
	Text9: I was abroad when the 4th of July was going on, which obviously is not a greek holiday but it was something we were able to celebrate. The locals were very understanding and excited to spend our holiday with us and celebrate. I was not able to experience any other greek holidays while we were there.
	Text10: N/A
	Text11: I found that the locals were very open and welcoming to us. When we explored the cities, they were very willing to help us find our way and answer any questions they could for us. 
	Text12: I lived in an apartment style housing with 6 other girls. The apartment included a living room, kitchen, two bathrooms and 4 bedrooms. The apartment its self was very spacious and homey. We were on the third floor with a balcony over looking the city, which was beautiful. The laundry room was in the basement but we were able to take an elevator to it so we didn't have to carry our clothes up and down the stairs. There were 2 washers and 2 dryers so the laundry process never took too long. 
	Text13: I lived with 6 other girls in my apartment. We did have hot water, wifi, refrigerator, dishwasher, balcony, fitness room and study room. I thought over all the apartment was very nice and comfortable to live in. 
	Text14: the apartment was about a 10 to 15 minute walk to campus everyday, which was great. the University was about a 20 subway ride to the center of Athens and about a 30-35 minute bus ride. I found the location of the apartment and the University to be very accessible and easy to learn. I really enjoyed being outside of the center of the city because it was less crowded and hot. It also allowed us to explore different parts of Athens and the university area. 
	Text15: Overall, Greece is a very poor country. The cost of living is very low and so is most of the food and shopping areas. Most nights I was able to have dinner for less than 5-10 euros which was amazing because I was able to spend my money on other fun activities like traveling. Around the university area, there were student discounts at some of the restaurants that I found very pleasing. 
	Text16: In Greece, you are not expected to tip at restaurants or taxi drivers. On longer taxi rides we did tip them a few euros but that was very rare. 
	Text17: While abroad, I was able to use my phone and my laptop. Our apartment, the university, and most restaurants had wifi so it was easy access to the internet. Most phone services have great plans for people going abroad so I did not have to use any texting apps to communicate with people. 
	Text18: The outlets were different then the ones in America, you will have to bring an adaptor to be able to change any electronics that you bring. The program that I went through provided these for us but they are very cheap at places like Walmart or Target. The outlets in Greece had a high voltage so you have to be careful when using a hair dryer or straighten for girls because they will over heat and could cause fires. Just remember to keep on lower level of heat and you will be fine!
	Text19: Although I thought Greece was a perfect place to study abroad, Athens Greece is just like any other city. It is big crowded and hot. Center of the city is very dirty and you found many homeless people. I think one thing I would change would be studying abroad on one of Greece's islands rather than in Athens. 
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