


Which city and country did you live in abroad? 

What is the climate like in that location? 

(Describe the weather when you were there. What are some things students should take with them to prepare for the 
weather in this location?) 

What was the city’s public transportation like? 

(Describe how you got to and from the city center or the university day-to-day. Did they have a subway line, buses, could 
you walk most places?  What were the costs of these transportation options? Were they easy to utilize? Did they have 
Uber/Lyft available in this city? Did you have any challenges navigating through the city?) 

Describe the types of food that are common in that city. 

(What were the types of foods you could find at most restaurants? What were some delicacies of that city? What were 
your favorite or least favorite foods?) 



Are there any particular restaurants you would recommend students try if they are in that 

city? 

(If possible, list the name of the restaurant and a link to the website) 

Was it easy to travel to nearby cities and countries? 

(If you traveled in your personal time, what modes of transportation did you use (e.g. bus, train, airplane, etc.). How did 
you book these travel plans? Online? Local bus station? Generally what was the cost of travelling in that region? Where 
did you stay (e.g. Airbnb, hostels, hotels) when you travelled?) 

What are some of the differences between U.S. culture and the host country culture? 

(Are there any gestures or differences in communication style that is different from the US that you noticed? (smiling, 
eye contact etc.))  

Generally, how would you describe the locals in the host city? 

(Were the locals friendly and helpful? Would you recommend approaching the locals for help?) 



Are there any cultural events that you attended during your stay that you would 

recommend to students (e.g. festivals, holidays, etc.)?

(How did you find out about these events?) 

Describe any culture shock that you experienced while abroad. 

(If culture shock was present what would you recommend for future students to avoid or lessen the shock?) 

Did you find it difficult to meet locals of the host city? Why or why not? 

(In your experience were the locals open and welcoming of tourists? Where and how did you befriend the locals during 
your stay?)  

What type of housing did you live in (e.g. homestay, dorm, apartment, etc.)? 

(Why did you choose this style of housing? Did you have access to a kitchen? How often/what was the process for doing 
laundry (in house or local laundry mat?)?)  



Describe your accommodations. 

(Did you have access to hot water? Wifi?  Did you live with roommates?) 
 
 

 

 

 

Where was your housing located in regards to the city center or host university? 

(How long did it take, using public transportation or walking, to get to classes every day? How long did it take to travel to 
the center of the city or any other major locations in that city?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What was the cost of living like? What ways can you keep costs low in that city? 

(Compared to the cost of living in the city of Charlotte was it more or less expensive in that city? Were there any student 
discounts you took advantage of?) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you expected to tip servers or taxi drivers abroad? 

(If so, what was the common tip rate? Was it the same rate as here in Charlotte (10-20%)?)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How did you communicate when you were abroad?  

(e.g. did you use your own phone, did you only communicate if there was access to Wi-Fi, did you purchase a phone 
abroad, etc.)? (Would you recommend any helpful apps? Maybe whatsapp or a currency exchange app?)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would you recommend students bring to be able to charge their electronics?  

(Describe the electrical outlets, tips to keep in mind, etc.).  
 
 

 

 

 

 

What do you know now about the location or program that you wish you would have known 

before going abroad?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s your first and last name? 

 

 

 

Which semester and year did you go abroad (e.g. fall 2016, summer 2017, etc.)? 

 

 

 



Which program did you participate in? 

 

 

 

 

What was your student level when you went abroad (e.g. freshman, sophomore, etc.)? 

If you would be open to being contact by other UNC Charlotte students who are interested 

in your experience abroad, please provide your contact information (email, phone number, 

social medial, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Text1: Florence, Italy
	Text2: The weather in Italy was very hot. I would advise other students to bring lots of clothing because you will sweat a lot and want to change. Also, bring comfortable shoes and clothes because you will walk a lot and won't want to get blisters.
	Text3: I walked to and from the university every day, it was only a two-minute walk if even that much. I walked most places because the furthest thing was the train station and that was only 30 mins of a walk away. As for going between towns, I took either the train or a bus depending on the distance. Bus tickets were 1.50 euro and train tickets ranged from 8 euro to 40 euro depending on where you were going. Transportation in Italy is extremely easy to use. Uber and Lyft should not be utilized in Italy as they are more expensive than a taxi.
	Text4: Common foods in Italy are pizza and pasta. The food is so good but it is a lot of the same thing. Gelato is another thing that can be found just about anywhere. Chicken was very hard to come by as were other typical American foods such as French fries and burgers. My favorite food was the pizza at a place called Gusto Leo. My least favorite was the liver sample I was given at a very expensive restaurant.
	Text5: I would go to Gusto Leo and Gelataria De Niro. Al'Antico Vinaio is a very well known fancy sandwich shop that many people go to. Has long lines but worth it.
	Text6: It was very easy to travel to nearby cities and countries. I used both the train and the bus and either bought tickets on line or at the station. Traveling usually ranged from a 1.50 euro bus ticket to anywhere from 8 euro to 40 euro train ticket depending on where you are going. I stayed in either hotels or Airbnb's when I traveled. Both were easy and I would recommend which ever you are more comfortable with. Airbnb would probably be cheaper but the cost of my hotel was not bad. 
	Text7: The biggest differences between cultures that I saw was in restaurants it was difficult to get checks split and the waiter wouldn't constantly check on you. You also have to ask to get the check because if you don't ask they won't bring it to you. At restaurants Italians let you have your space and don't continuously come up and see how you are like Americans. Some Italians like to kiss you on both cheeks and that is very different than the US culture.
	Text8: Most locals are super friendly and helpful. Of course there are the few who may not be but that is going to happen anywhere. Also, I would recommend approaching the locals for help because most of them would be more than willing to help out.
	Text9: During my stay the world cup final was on and it was really neat to watch how into it Europeans get. I would recommend anyone whether you are into sports or not to witness a gathering of people watching the world cup it really is exciting.
	Text10: I had culture shock when it came to the hours of operation for businesses. I wanted to go to the grocery store or a cafe when it was convenient for me but it happened to also be when shops were closed for the afternoon.
	Text11: I found it difficult because we were constantly taking day trips to other parts of the city so I never really had an opportunity to meet the locals except for at breakfast. We went to the same breakfast place every morning and we were able to get to know the local owner a little bit.
	Text12: I lived in an apartment that we were assigned to. I had access to a kitchen and there is no dryer you had to hang dry your clothes which is typical for Italy. However, the washer was in the apartment complex which was nice. 
	Text13: My accommodation was an apartment that I shared with one girl. We shared a room and bathroom and had a kitchen and living space. For the most part it was a good temperature with air conditioning but we had a lot of difficulties with the WiFi. I had access to hot water.
	Text14: I was right next to the place where we had classes so it took me less than two minutes to walk there and approximately 20-minute walk from the city center. The farthest thing away was the train station 30 mins away so nothing was that far.
	Text15: You can keep cost low by watching what you buy at restaurants and cooking for yourself. The cost of living didn't seem to be crazy but I think it may be more expensive than the cost of living here in Charlotte. Some places had student discounts for appetizers and drinks but I did not go to any of them unfortunately. 
	Text16: No you are not expected to tip anyone when abroad in Italy.
	Text17: I used my phone when I had wifi. It worked out for me because the location I was staying at had wifi and my friends were able to use their phones when needing directions. I would make sure at least someone is able to get on their phone for directions otherwise you will probably get very lost. Also, for safety reasons I would make sure you don't go anywhere without a working phone.
	Text18: Keep in mind the outlets are different so I would bring a converter plug. They aren't that expensive and it was extremely helpful and even necessary.
	Text19: I know now that their hours of operation are different and I wish I knew that beforehand so that I would not be as shocked when shops and cafes were not open when I expected them to be.
	Text20: Baylee Harward
	Text21: Summer 2018
	Text22: Italy Belk College of Business
	Text23: Junior - bharwar2@uncc.edu


