


Which city and country did you live in abroad? 

What is the climate like in that location? 
(Describe the weather when you were there. What are some things students should take with them to prepare for the 
weather in this location?) 

What was the city’s public transportation like? 
(Describe how you got to and from the city center or the university day-to-day. Did they have a subway line, buses, could 
you walk most places?  What were the costs of these transportation options? Were they easy to utilize? Did they have 
Uber/Lyft available in this city? Did you have any challenges navigating through the city?) 

Describe the types of food that are common in that city. 
(What were the types of foods you could find at most restaurants? What were some delicacies of that city? What were 
your favorite or least favorite foods?) 



Are there any particular restaurants you would recommend students try if they are in that 
city? 
(If possible, list the name of the restaurant and a link to the website) 

Was it easy to travel to nearby cities and countries? 
(If you traveled in your personal time, what modes of transportation did you use (e.g. bus, train, airplane, etc.). How did 
you book these travel plans? Online? Local bus station? Generally what was the cost of travelling in that region? Where 
did you stay (e.g. Airbnb, hostels, hotels) when you travelled?) 

What are some of the differences between U.S. culture and the host country culture? 
(Are there any gestures or differences in communication style that is different from the US that you noticed? (smiling, 
eye contact etc.))  

Generally, how would you describe the locals in the host city? 
(Were the locals friendly and helpful? Would you recommend approaching the locals for help?) 



Are there any cultural events that you attended during your stay that you would 
recommend to students (e.g. festivals, holidays, etc.)?
(How did you find out about these events?) 

Describe any culture shock that you experienced while abroad. 
(If culture shock was present what would you recommend for future students to avoid or lessen the shock?) 

Did you find it difficult to meet locals of the host city? Why or why not? 
(In your experience were the locals open and welcoming of tourists? Where and how did you befriend the locals during 
your stay?)  

What type of housing did you live in (e.g. homestay, dorm, apartment, etc.)? 
(Why did you choose this style of housing? Did you have access to a kitchen? How often/what was the process for doing 
laundry (in house or local laundry mat?)?)  



Describe your accommodations. 
(Did you have access to hot water? Wifi?  Did you live with roommates?) 
 
 

 
 
 
Where was your housing located in regards to the city center or host university? 
(How long did it take, using public transportation or walking, to get to classes every day? How long did it take to travel to 
the center of the city or any other major locations in that city?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What was the cost of living like? What ways can you keep costs low in that city? 
(Compared to the cost of living in the city of Charlotte was it more or less expensive in that city? Were there any student 
discounts you took advantage of?) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Are you expected to tip servers or taxi drivers abroad? 
(If so, what was the common tip rate? Was it the same rate as here in Charlotte (10-20%)?)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How did you communicate when you were abroad?  
(e.g. did you use your own phone, did you only communicate if there was access to Wi-Fi, did you purchase a phone 
abroad, etc.)? (Would you recommend any helpful apps? Maybe whatsapp or a currency exchange app?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What would you recommend students bring to be able to charge their electronics?  
(Describe the electrical outlets, tips to keep in mind, etc.).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
What do you know now about the location or program that you wish you would have known 
before going abroad?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What’s your first and last name? 
 
 
 
Which semester and year did you go abroad (e.g. fall 2016, summer 2017, etc.)? 
 
 
 



Which program did you participate in? 
 
 
 
 
What was your student level when you went abroad (e.g. freshman, sophomore, etc.)? 
If you would be open to being contact by other UNC Charlotte students who are interested 
in your experience abroad, please provide your contact information (email, phone number, 
social medial, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Text1: I lived in Florence, Italy. However, we visited other cities while we were studying abroad there. 
	Text2: While I was in Florence, the climate was sunny. It got really hot in the afternoons. The temperature in July was as low 60 and as hight as 80. 
	Text3: The public tranportation in Florence was basically taxis. We saw a couple of buses but not too many. The best option to travel to near by cities was the trains and buses. 
	Text4: The common food in Florence was pizzas and pastas. However, we found great asian, indian, and mexican restaurants aswell. 
	Text5: Yes! 
Mexican: Los Chicos TEX_MEX 
Asian: Koto Ramen Via Verdi
Indian: Haveli 
Italian: Trattoria Sabatino, Osteria De' Pazzi. 
On days when you are short on money go to Oibò (one drink and unlimited food for 10 euros). 
	Text6: Yes! It was very easy to travel to near by cities. Just go to the station and take a train. Its that simple. Use Trenitalia to book train tickets. 
Traveling to other countires was also very easy. I traveled to France, Spain, and Portugal and the flight tickets were affordable. 
	Text7: Alot of differences. 
1. First and most important one is that water is not free. Unlike the States, you have to buy water always, in restaurants also. 
2. Most shops and small businesses close in the afternoon for a few hours. 
3. The local people are very helpful. They would take time out and try to help you to their fullest ability. 
	Text8: The locals were very welcoming. They helped us with the directions and everything else. Yes, definately approach to the locals for anything you need. They care about the visitors and they want you to have a smooth day while you are there and they will help you with anything you ask. 
	Text9: We took a holiday to Cinque Terre. Its place that connects five beautiful towns of Monterosso Al Mar, Manarola, Riomaggiore, Vernazza, and Corniglia. 
We did not really attend any cultural events but you can definately ask the locals about it and they would be more than happy to help. 

	Text10: The biggest cultural shock was that you have to buy water. Be prepared to spend alot on water. Every time you wanted to go to the bank or grocery stores you had to check the timings because if you go in the afternoon, nothing will be open. 
	Text11: Not at all. We were constantly on the streets of Florence exploring and locals were all out there welcoming all the tourists. We made alot of local friends in Italy. It is important that you reach out to them because they love that and they will help you. 
	Text12: Our house was in a closed community. It was a duplex apartment for three people. Absoloutely gorgeous!!! We had our own kitchen. The laudry room was common but easily available. The house was very spacious. Everything was easily accessible to us. There were many restaurants around as well as grocery stores. 
	Text13: Housing was very modern. We had wifi, access to hot water at all times and yes I lived with two other room mates. We also had a television in our apartment that we watched the world cup final on. 
	Text14: It was in a very convinient location. Everything was in walking distance. We literally walked everywhere in Florence. The train station was a little far, about 30 mins walk but it wasnt too bad. The center of the city was just 10-15 mins walk from our home. 
	Text15: Euro is an expensive currency, so yes it was a bit expensive but the program charges covered most of our meals and activities. The restaurants gave discounts to student groups and there were many places in florence that was student friendly. They served food at prices that students could afford which was great.  
	Text16: No. The taxis run on meter. You pay them whatever the meter shows. It would cost us around 15 euros to go from our place to the train station in taxi. Three to four people share the taxi and share the costs. The taxi charges a few extra euros for any big luggage you carry in their car. 
	Text17: I bought a sim card from Florence. It cost me 20 eurosto buy Vodafone sim card. It included 300 minutes of calling to the States. It included unlimited calling in Italy. It also included 10 GB of Data. This was a great price. The vodafone service was great. 
	Text18: Please bring a converter so your chargers work. In case you forget to bring one its alright. They sell those convertors on the streets as well as the grocery stores. 
	Text19: I wish I knew how close my house was from the rest of the touristy things in Florence. I would have made a more efficient iterinary if I knew. I would reserch in detail where my house will be and which are the closest places. I would reserch about the places to visit and buy tickets in advance so you dont have to wait in line. 
	Text20: Rishika Joshi 
	Text21: Summer 2018
	Text22: Italy: Belk College of Business Summer Study Abroad Program
	Text23: I had just finished my junior year. 
I would be open to be contacted by other UNC students interested in studying abroad. 
My email is rjoshi13@uncc.edu
My contact no. is (919) 914-2366. 


