


Which city and country did you live in abroad? 

What is the climate like in that location? 
(Describe the weather when you were there. What are some things students should take with them to prepare for the 
weather in this location?) 

What was the city’s public transportation like? 
(Describe how you got to and from the city center or the university day-to-day. Did they have a subway line, buses, could 
you walk most places?  What were the costs of these transportation options? Were they easy to utilize? Did they have 
Uber/Lyft available in this city? Did you have any challenges navigating through the city?) 

Describe the types of food that are common in that city. 
(What were the types of foods you could find at most restaurants? What were some delicacies of that city? What were 
your favorite or least favorite foods?) 



Are there any particular restaurants you would recommend students try if they are in that 
city? 
(If possible, list the name of the restaurant and a link to the website) 

Was it easy to travel to nearby cities and countries? 
(If you traveled in your personal time, what modes of transportation did you use (e.g. bus, train, airplane, etc.). How did 
you book these travel plans? Online? Local bus station? Generally what was the cost of travelling in that region? Where 
did you stay (e.g. Airbnb, hostels, hotels) when you travelled?) 

What are some of the differences between U.S. culture and the host country culture? 
(Are there any gestures or differences in communication style that is different from the US that you noticed? (smiling, 
eye contact etc.))  

Generally, how would you describe the locals in the host city? 
(Were the locals friendly and helpful? Would you recommend approaching the locals for help?) 



Are there any cultural events that you attended during your stay that you would 
recommend to students (e.g. festivals, holidays, etc.)?
(How did you find out about these events?) 

Describe any culture shock that you experienced while abroad. 
(If culture shock was present what would you recommend for future students to avoid or lessen the shock?) 

Did you find it difficult to meet locals of the host city? Why or why not? 
(In your experience were the locals open and welcoming of tourists? Where and how did you befriend the locals during 
your stay?)  

What type of housing did you live in (e.g. homestay, dorm, apartment, etc.)? 
(Why did you choose this style of housing? Did you have access to a kitchen? How often/what was the process for doing 
laundry (in house or local laundry mat?)?)  



Describe your accommodations. 
(Did you have access to hot water? Wifi?  Did you live with roommates?) 
 
 

 
 
 
Where was your housing located in regards to the city center or host university? 
(How long did it take, using public transportation or walking, to get to classes every day? How long did it take to travel to 
the center of the city or any other major locations in that city?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What was the cost of living like? What ways can you keep costs low in that city? 
(Compared to the cost of living in the city of Charlotte was it more or less expensive in that city? Were there any student 
discounts you took advantage of?) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Are you expected to tip servers or taxi drivers abroad? 
(If so, what was the common tip rate? Was it the same rate as here in Charlotte (10-20%)?)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How did you communicate when you were abroad?  
(e.g. did you use your own phone, did you only communicate if there was access to Wi-Fi, did you purchase a phone 
abroad, etc.)? (Would you recommend any helpful apps? Maybe whatsapp or a currency exchange app?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What would you recommend students bring to be able to charge their electronics?  
(Describe the electrical outlets, tips to keep in mind, etc.).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
What do you know now about the location or program that you wish you would have known 
before going abroad?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What’s your first and last name? 
 
 
 
Which semester and year did you go abroad (e.g. fall 2016, summer 2017, etc.)? 
 
 
 



Which program did you participate in? 
 
 
 
 
What was your student level when you went abroad (e.g. freshman, sophomore, etc.)? 
If you would be open to being contact by other UNC Charlotte students who are interested 
in your experience abroad, please provide your contact information (email, phone number, 
social medial, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Text1: I travelled to Germany and visited several cities. This was my first time visiting Europe.
	Text2: During the time of my visit we experienced a heat wave ranging between 80 - 90 degrees at the end of June 2018. I was overdressed and did not bring shorts or many short sleeve shirts. I was there for approximately three weeks. It rained two days while I was there. Make sure to bring a rain jacket, a hat, and some sun glasses. 
	Text3: We used the bus system for the most part to get to and from our destinations. Because we traveled in a large group, we broke into teams of 5 and had one person pay for a group bus pass, and reimbursed that person later to make boarding the bus a faster and more convenient process. In Germany they have rental cars, trolleys, buses, and trains that will take you pretty much anywhere you want to go. Bikes and scooters are used more often than cars in the inner cities, which were very dense and with stores and institutes within walking distance mostly. Germany does not have Uber or Lyft. I used Google maps to navigate the cities I visited. A good tip would be to load the city maps to your Google maps app before leaving the states. That way you can access it without an internet connection. All of the transportation methods were easy to use, and if you become confused, I would say 95% of Germans speak fluent English and are more than willing to help visitors.
	Text4: At most German restaurants, wurst, schnitzel, and other meaty meals were common as well as apple strudel deserts. I had one German delicacy called Hapsfel, which was pig knuckle. I wasn't bad, but it was very intimidating to eat. My favorite food there wasn't even German. It was some weird dish I had at a Turkish restaurant that was served sizzling hot in a cast iron skillet. It had beef, peppers, and mushrooms in a sizzling sauce. 
	Text5: Tandure, I believe that's the name of the restaurant. It's located in Braunschweig Germany.https://www.restaurant-tandure.de/
	Text6: I personally traveled from Germany to several cities Holland. At first it was intimidating, but then I started asking for help from the locals, and slowly but surely I got used to the train system. Once I got to my destinations, I would rent a bike or walk to and from destinations. I booked my train rides between countries and cities online, either using Google flights, or the native travel website. The cost would vary depending what was happening. I wanted to go back to Amsterdam one last time before I left Europe, but there was a workers strike taking place, and the prices sky rocketed. The normal prices ranged from about $50 - $100 round trip for about 100 +/- miles. I stayed at two Air Bnb's. One belonged to a friend that lived in Frankfurt, Germany, the other was nice Dutch couple in Heerhugowaard, Holland. While traveling with my class, we stayed in Hotels. 
	Text7: In Germany, there is no: air conditioning, no ice in their drinks, no personal space, everything cost money to use (public bathroom, all parking). Most of the German people know you are not German almost immediately (I'm black so that's a given). I would get stared at and they would not stop staring even after making eye contact with no smile or frown. Their dialogue is very straight forward and will candidly discuss topics that we'd otherwise find cringe in the U.S. Most of the German men I met there encouraged me to talk to the women their, because they love American men. I found their advice 60% true.
	Text8: The locals in the cities I stayed seemed to stay to themselves. No small talk, or conversation starters for the most part. I spoke with more non-Germans than Germans, especially other Americans or British. As soon as another American heard fluent American English, they'd automatically start a converstation. 
	Text9: I did not attend any cultural events. I walked through a food festival in Frankfurt, but that was about it.
	Text10: The only culture shock I received was not seeing many black people. I'm black, so I stick out like a sore thumb and people would stare at me and treat me a certain way until they heard my fluent American English. It was explained that most black people in Germany are seen as refugees... refugees are causing many social issues there, I'm told. 
	Text11: I found it difficult to meet locals in German, not so much Amsterdam. Amsterdam seems like a city built for hanging out and meeting people, where as the places I visited in Germany seemed more work oriented. Most of the people there seemed like the work and go home. I met and hung out with three different people in one day in Amsterdam. I hung out with maybe three Germans the entire three weeks I was there. 
	Text12: I lived in AirBnb's when I traveled by myself. There I had my host cook for me, although I did have access to their kitchen. I did not have to do laundry while there. While traveling with my class, we stayed in hotels. We ate out every day and did not have access to a kitchen. Laundry was done a local laundry mat, where I could not read the buttons on the machines and had to get help.
	Text13: At all the places I stayed at, we had wifi, hot water, and free breakfast. While traveling with my class I was assigned a roommate. We got along great. 
	Text14: The hotels my class stayed in where within 3-5 miles from the institutions and engineering firms we visited. It only took a couple of minutes (5- 10 minutes) of travel to reach our destinations using the bus. We were pretty much in the center of each city we visited, walking there only took minutes. 
	Text15: It's hard for me to a finger on the cost of living. If I lived there, I wouldn't need a car, so no gas. However, using public transportation and public services everyday could add up. Plus the cost of a Euro is more than the U.S. dollar. Everyone lives in expensive apartments there with little to no housing neighborhoods, while Charlotte is the opposite. I believe Germany has a higher cost of living, being that everything has a direct price. But their education is virtually free. 
	Text16: In Germany, you are not expected to tip taxi drivers or servers. However you can, and I promise you they will not decline. 
	Text17: Most of my communications were conducted via text messages in WhatsApp or iMessage. I was always in a location that had a wifi connection. I did not purchase a phone plan or rent an international phone. 
	Text18: I would recommend students first do research on whether their U.S. device can be used with an adapter in a foreign country. I did not do my research, and destroyed my electric clippers trying to shave using an adapter. The adapter is essential to charging electronics. They can easily be found on Amazon or Ebay. At the very least, carry a USB cord for devices that can be charged using it. 
	Text19: I got sick the second day traveling with my class. I could not go anywhere with them for two days. I ate very unhealthily and didn't exercise before going. In hindsight I wish I did as it would have minimized getting sick. 
	Text20: Jason Solomon
	Text21: Summer 2018
	Text22: Germany: Metrology Standards and Research
	Text23: I traveled as Senior. jsolom12@uncc.edu704 726-4334


